Crime and Punishment
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Anglo-Saxons - Anglo-Saxon Britain was not ruled by one person and the Anglo-Saxons were not united. They
invaded as many different tribes and each took over different parts of Britain. The Anglo-Saxons didn't have prisons.
People found guilty of crimes were either executed or punished with fines. If they ran away, they became 'outlaws'
(outside the law), and anyone could hunt them down - unless they hid in a church. The fine for breaking into
someone's home was five shillings (25p), paid to the home-owner. For minor crimes like stealing, a nose or a hand
might be cut off.

Tudors - Increasing populations, dissolution of the monasteries and gaps between rich and poor meant crime was
very common. Public executions were huge events with families, food stalls and people queuing for hours to get a good
spot. These included beheadings, hangings, burning, pressings and boiling alive! Begging without a licence would mean
you would be whipped out of the town and theft resulted in having a limb chopped off (anything worth more than a
shilling resulted in hanging). The idea was that severe punishments would put others off from committing crimes.

Modern Times - Modern society is seen as wealthier than in previous eras where more people are employed
or can afford to live comfortably. There are still large gaps between the rich and poor in society and crime now
ranges from physical (theft, assault, drink and drugs etc) to digital crime (e.g. fraud). Although the last public
hanging took place in 1886, the last actual hanging was as late as August 13th 1964. Prisons now work hard to
help rehabilitate people so that they do not re-offend and technological advances have meant catching
criminals can be used by identifying fingerprints or even DNA.




