Autumn Term A 2026 - All About me!



	Autumn 1


	Themes/Interests:
Starting school / my new class / New Beginnings /How I have changed/
People who help us /
My family / PSED focus /relationships/feelings
No Outsiders – Red Rockets and Rainbow Jelly
Everywhere Bear 
Carnival – Bridgwater Week

	Celebrations/Possible Experiences:
Class rules and Routines, Starting School, Autumn, Family Transition Days, Different Members of the Family invited in, Grandparents, Autumn Walks - either in local grounds or to the park.

	Parental Involvement:
All about Me Box (personal passports), Phonics workshop,  WOW Moments Shared on Seesaw, Parents invited in for phonics lesson. Star of the day story sent home, writing star daily for independent mark making

	Texts/Resources: 
Colour Monster
Colour Monster Starts School
Ruby's worry
Meesha Makes Friends
Peepo
Funnybones
Supertato and the Carnival Castrophe 
The Queens Knickers 






	Vocabulary:
Myself, Family, Parents, Same, Different, Special, Friend, Body, House, Home, Job, Helper, Senses. Unique, Relations, Similar, Skeleton, Skull, Hearing, See/Sight, Touch, Smell, Taste.
	Learning Objectives Maths: 
Rainbow Room:
-To recognise, name and match colour. -To begin to show an interest in counting aloud verbally to 5. -To be able to ‘give 1’ when asked. 

Ladybirds and Butterflies
-To match and sort objects and pictures -To understand and make pairs. -To understand rules and to sort objects following rules. -To compare amounts. -To compare size, mass, capacity 
-To explore and create patterns.

	Learning Objectives Physical Development 
Gross Motor Skills –
Rainbow Room: -Walk and crawl confidently. -Climb using two feet at a time. -Knowing how to scoop and pour e.g. sand, mud. -To run around the setting with some control and direction. -Clapping and stamping to music. 
Ladybirds and Butterflies: -Begin to use their core muscle strength to achieve good posture when sitting on the floor or at the table. -Begin to safely use tools and equipment. 
Fine Motor Skills –
Rainbow Room: -Children using a palm grip when using mark making tools. - Children using a spoon to feed themselves correctly. -Children using spring loaded scissors to make snips into paper with adult support. 
Ladybirds and Butterflies: -Children using pencils and other equipment comfortably for them. -Children making snips in paper either using one hand or two.
	Learning Objectives Understanding the World
Past and Present
Rainbow Room: Children using words ‘now’ and ‘next’. -Children talking about their family, who they live with and any pets. 
Ladybirds and Butterflies: -Begin to talk about my life story and how I have changed. -Guess baby pictures – how I have grown -Look at similarities and differences between the natural world around me in the past and present 
People, Culture and Communities:
Rainbow Room: -Children talking about their families. -Children talking about who is special to them and why. -Children naming their family members. 
Ladybirds and Butterflies: -Talk about members of my immediate family and community. -Name and describe people who are familiar to me. -Recognise the differences between myself and my friends (appearance, likes/dislikes, families). - Talk about what makes me feel special. -Know what groups I belong to. -Understand how we show people they are welcome. -Know that I have a right to learn and play, safely and happily -Know that hands can be used kindly and unkindly. -Know special things about myself. -Know how happiness and sadness can be expressed. -Know that being kind is good.
The Natural World: 
Rainbow Room: -Children showing respect and care for their environment. -Children talking about their home environment and school environment. -Children exploring their world and environment through their senses. 
Ladybirds and Butterflies: -Explore the natural world and describe what I see, hear and feel when outside -Understand the effects of the changing seasons around me (Autumn) 


	Learning Objectives Literacy
Literacy – Comprehension
Rainbow Room: 
-Beginning to join in with familiar rhymes and stories.
-Hears new vocabulary from stories, rhymes, poems and non-fiction books. 
-Have a favourite book and seeking it/them out to share with an adult or look at alone. 
Ladybirds and Butterflies: 
-Children joining in with rhyme, songs and poems.
-Children are encouraged to hold a book correctly and carefully turn pages.
-Children understand books have a beginning and an end. 
-Children listen and enjoy sharing a range of books both fiction and non-fiction.
-Children know that text in English is read top to bottom and left to right.
-Children can recognise pictures and illustrations in a text Vs the writing. 
- Children spotting familiar words in books.

Literacy – Word Reading
Rainbow Room: 
-Hear different environmental sounds around me.



	Learning Objectives Art & Design
Creating with Materials
Rainbow Room: Recognises colours and chooses them for a purpose; Uses thick paint brushes; Uses playdough to roll, cut, ball, sausage; Builds towers with large construction equipment. 
Ladybirds and Butterflies: Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function; Follow drawings and curved and straight lines to create line drawings of different buildings; Detailed self-portraits using a choice of materials; Begin to use observation skills to draw things with increasing details.
Being Imaginative and Expressive
Rainbow Room: Children dancing to music; Children exploring moving to music in different ways; Children showing an interest in the small world and roleplay areas, children roleplaying their first- hand experiences. 
Ladybirds and Butterflies: Know a range of songs related to myself and my community; Sing in a group or on my own, following the melody and increasingly matching the pitch; Copy-clap the rhythm of names; Explore high sounds and low sounds using voices; Begin to move in response to music.
	Learning Objectives Communication & Language
Listening, Attention & Understanding: 
Rainbow Room: 
-Beginning to listen to stories and Rainbow Room rhymes, -Beginning to listen to instructions given, - Listens during adult guided activities, - Focusing on an activity of my own choice for a short period of time, - Beginning to show attention to the adults in my setting, - Recognises and points to objects that are spoken to me, - Understands one key word instructions e.g. stop, drink.

Ladybirds and Butterflies: 
-Children are beginning to listen to other children in their setting, -They listen during story time and show an interest in the books being read, -Children sit on the carpet and show some attention (this may only be for a short time). -Children can pay attention to one thing at a time, -Children can follow simple one-step instructions, -Children understanding appropriate ‘why’ questions.

Speaking:
Rainbow Room: 
-Links words together when speaking, -Developing more speech sounds and pronunciation of sounds, -I can use words to begin to communicate my needs.
Ladybirds and Butterflies: 
-Children speaking in simple sentences, -Children can say simple rhymes and sing songs and poems, -Children speak to the adults and children in the class.

	Learning Objectives PSED 
Self-Regulation
Rainbow Room: 
-I can express when I feel happy, sad, tired or upset. -I can find out about emotions through stories and discussions. 
Ladybirds and Butterflies: 
-Children talk about their feelings to trusted adults or special friends. -Children may come into school upset but can be comforted by adults. -Children listen to the rules and expectation and begin to follow them. 
Managing Self
Rainbow Room:
-I can take turns with other children with adult support. -I can explore the classroom with adult support. -I can use the toilet with adult support. 
Ladybirds and Butterflies:
-Children are developing an awareness of themselves and are forming their own opinions. -Children are beginning to learn the classroom rules and are following these with some reminders. -Children are becoming more independent at coming into school in the morning and getting ready for home at home time. -They are using the toilet independently most of the time at school. -They know it is okay to ask for help and will do so. 
Building Relationships
Rainbow Room: 
-I can take turns with other children with support from the adults in my setting. -I can separate from my parent/caregiver with adult support. 
Ladybirds and Butterflies: 
-Children are building new positive relationships with pupils and staff in their new setting. - They may begin to play alongside other children if ready. 








	Week 1 – 7th September 2026      COLOUR MONSTER AND COLOUR MONSTER STARTS SCHOOL 

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Maths
	Starting School

Introduce visual timetables as a way of children following the sequence of the school day. 

Give children the opportunity to explore a variety of maths resources and where they can find them.

To help children understand the concept of time, introduce a classroom calendar and incorporate daily activities such as; saying the date, counting the days of the week, saying the days of the week and discussing special events. 
	Create a large number line on the floor using tape and have children take turns jumping to different numbers as you call them out. 

Singing familiar nursery rhymes with numbers e.g. 5 currant buns


	What are we doing first at school? What is happening next? Can you solve the problem? Can you work with a friend to solve the problem? What is this resource called? Where can you find it in the learning environment?  
	Number Area: Create a number area with a variety of resources such as number cards, counting objects (e.g., counters, beads), number lines, and number puzzles. Encourage children to explore and engage with these materials to develop their number recognition, counting, and sequencing skills.

Shape and Pattern Station: Set up a shape and pattern station with pattern blocks, geometric shapes, shape puzzles, and pattern cards. Children can explore and create different shapes and patterns.
	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Physical Development 
	Starting School 

Introduce children to different areas of school such as their classroom, playground, cloakroom, library and outside spaces.

Give them opportunities to understand where things are located and how they can access them such as; balls and bean bags for throwing and catching, construction materials and scissors.
	Set up an obstacle course in the outside area, challenging children to crawl through tunnels and hoops and walk over balance beams.
	Can you find the balls/beanbags? Can you try and throw/catch them? Can you balance? Can you use the scissors to cut the paper? What can you make using the playdough?
	Mark-Making: In the outside space, provide children with a range of resources such as chalk and paint. Challenge them to make marks on the ground, developing their fine motor skills. 

Construction Area: Give children access to a range of different construction materials that range in size such as wooden blocks, Duplo and Lego. Challenge children to build something of their choosing.


	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Understanding the World
	Starting School 

Introduce children to different areas of school such as their classroom, playground, cloakroom, library and outside spaces. Give them opportunities to understand where things are located and how they can access them.

Explain to children the daily routines at school and ensure they have visual reminders of this to refer to. 

Give children opportunities to interact with their peers by sharing resources and taking turns. 

Introduce basic school rules and help them to understand the importance of these.

Where possible, involve parents/carers in the transition process. 
	Create a list of items or locations around the school for children to find and explore. This activity can help children familiarise themselves with a new environment.
	How do you feel about starting school/Rainbow Room? What do you know about school/Rainbow Room? What are you excited to do at school/Rainbow Room? How can we show kindness to our friends? What are some important rules to follow at school? What do you enjoy playing with at school? Where might you be able to find…?
	School Roles Dress-Up: Set up a role-playing area with costumes and props representing different school staff members, such as a teacher, teaching assistant or lunchtime staff. Children can take turns pretending to play these roles, promoting social skills and understanding of school routines and different job roles.

Building Blocks: Provide building blocks or construction materials for children to create their own school or classroom. Encourage them to discuss and cooperate on building different parts of the school. Challenge children to create spaces they have seen in their own environment for further familiarisation. 

	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	WRITING JOURNAL TASK

	Literacy 
	Starting School
Teacher to share a range of books about starting school with familiar, relatable characters involved such as;
‘The Colour Monster Goes to School’ – Anna Llenas,
‘Experiences Matter: Little Tiger Starts School’,
‘I am absolutely too small for school!’ – Lauren Childs

Share photos of children at school and begin going through routines and expectations.

Circle Time – Pass the Class Bear/Mascot and when the children have it, they must stand up, spin around and say their name. 

	Share ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ with the children and explain that you will be going on a hunt around the school looking for a specific area/person. Recreate a fun way of walking around the new school environment, exploring different areas whilst following the same concept of the familiar story.

	What can you see? 

Have you heard about starting school before?

What do you think happens at school? 

How do you feel about starting school?
What do you think you will do at school? 
	Writing names in coloured sand or glitter.
· 
Construction: Building a School
Provide a range of construction materials, including blocks or LEGOs, at the area. Place toy people/figures and labels or pictures of different school areas nearby. Building blocks – Can you build a model of the school?  Then draw a picture and label it with initial sounds.

	Draw my family and label/ teacher to scribe.

Write my name 

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Art & Design
	Starting School

Teach children about the school environment, such as where the different areas are (classroom, playground, etc.), where to find their belongings, and who they can go to for help.

Ask children to think about; what they are excited about, what they are looking forward to playing with; areas of the environment they are excited to explore. 
Bottom of Form

Use visual reminders to teach children about the daily routines they can expect at school as what to do when they arrive and depart, where and how to wash their hands and where they can go to use the bathroom.

Provide plenty of opportunities to play together and ask them to create an ‘all about me’ bag that they can share with their friends. 

Teach any particular classroom behaviour expectations.

	Provide children with mirrors and art materials such as markers, crayons, and paper to create self-portraits of themselves. 

	How do you feel about starting school/Rainbow Room? What do you know about school/Rainbow Room? What are you excited to do at school/Rainbow Room? What do you notice about the environment? 
	All About Me Collage: Provide children with magazines, photographs, and craft materials to create a collage that represents themselves and their interests. 

Name Tag Design: Support children in designing and decorating their own name tags using a variety of materials such as pens, stickers, and glitter. Encourage children to personalise their name tags with drawings, patterns, and colours that represent their personalities. Place name tags where children put their water bottles/coats/bags.
	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Communication & Language 
	Starting School

Basic Routines – Use visual reminders to teach children about the daily routines they can expect at school as what to do when they arrive and depart, where and how to wash their hands and where they can go to use the bathroom.

Social Skills – Provide plenty of opportunities to play together and ask them to create an ‘all about me’ bag that they can share with their friends. 

Teach any particular classroom behaviour expectations.
	Provide children with mirrors and art materials such as markers, crayons, and paper to create self-portraits of themselves. 

	What do you know about school? How do you feel about school? What are you excited to do at school? How can we show kindness to our friends?
	School Role Play Area:
Using resources such as tables and chairs, min carpet, registers, mini whiteboards, pencils and books etc., create a school themed role play area for the children to access independently. 

Construction Challenge:
Take children for a walk around the school grounds and provide them with a range of construction materials such as blocks and boxes. Challenge them to create a classroom/playground.



	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	 Personal, Social and Emotional 
	Starting School

Teach children about the school environment, such as where the different areas are (classroom, playground, etc.), where to find their belongings, and who they can go to for help.

Encouraging children to make friends with their peers and develop positive relationships with adults, such as teachers and teaching assistants.
Bottom of Form

Use visual reminders to teach children about the daily routines they can expect at school as what to do when they arrive and depart, where and how to wash their hands and where they can go to use the bathroom.

Provide plenty of opportunities to play together and ask them to create an ‘all about me’ bag that they can share with their friends. 
Helping children to become more independent by teaching them how to do tasks such as dressing themselves, using the bathroom independently, and tidying up after themselves.

Teach any particular classroom behaviour expectations.
	Read and discuss children's books that focus on themes such as starting school, making friends, managing emotions, and overcoming challenges. Use these stories as a prompt for conversations about similar experiences the children may have.

	How do you feel about starting school/Rainbow Room? What do you know about school/Rainbow Room? What are you excited to do at school/Rainbow Room? How can we show kindness to our friends? 
	Role-playing School Scenarios: Set up a role-play area with a miniature school setting, including a classroom, playground, and hall. Encourage children to act out different scenarios they may encounter at school, such as making new friends, asking for help, or resolving conflicts.

Self-Portrait Drawing: Set up a drawing station with mirrors where children can create self-portraits. Encourage them to pay attention to their facial expressions and emotions as they draw themselves. 


	










	Week 2 – Monday 14th September 2026 – Red Rockets and Rainbow Jelly 

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Maths
	14/9 – Match objects 
15/9 – Match pictures and objects
16/9 – NCTEM -Week 1 Subitising
17/9 - NCTEM – Week 1 Subitising 
18/9 - NCTEM – Week 1 subitising 

Knowledge: Matching 

Modelling: same, different, patterns, sorting  

Supporting texts: Monkey Puzzle by Julia Donaldson
	Use the bricks to build a simple tower, ask chn to create one that matches
Pairs of items in a feely bag – in small groups, take turns to pass around the bag. Take out an item and match
	Which one is the same? 

Why? 

How do you know?
	Matching pairs of objects e.g. socks on a washing line

Hide pairs of numicon in the sand, children to find and match 

Matching card games 



	

	
	

	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Physical Development 
	Autumn

Introduce the concept of Seasons, explaining that Autumn is one of the four seasons that follows Summer. 

Develop gross motor skills by allowing children to jump into piles of leaves and balance on logs and stones.

Develop fine motor skills by giving children opportunities to thread autumn leaves onto string and using tweezers to pick up autumn objects in the outdoor area.
	Set up a scavenger hunt in the outdoor area and challenge children to find leaves, acorns and pine cones. Provide children with tweezers to pick up the items with. 
	How can you balance without falling off? Can you thread the leaves onto the string? How did it feel jumping into the pile of leaves? What do you notice about the colours of the leaves? 
	Autumn Painting: Attach autumn leaves to end of a stick to create an autumnal paintbrush. Encourage children to use the leaves to create prints on paper.

Leaf Threading: Set up a station where children have access to string and autumn leaves. Allow children to explore the leaves and practice threading the leaves onto string to create necklaces.
	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Understanding the World
	Children joining in with discussions and stories about family. Children focusing on work based on ‘all about me’ and their family and friends.
	Draw something we like and something we don’t like.
	Can you describe…?

	Drawing pictures of playing in the playground

	

	Science Technology Engineering and Maths Activity – 
STEM
	Autumn STEM Focus: Children will learn how natural materials can be sorted, grouped and compared.

Resources: Leaves, conkers, acorns, pinecones, sticks, stones, magnifying glasses, baskets, trays, simple sorting circles, clipboards, paper, crayons

Science: Children explore natural objects and notice similarities and differences.
Technology: Children use simple tools like magnifying glasses to observe details.
Engineering: Children build small structures using natural materials.
Maths: Children sort, group and compare objects by size, shape and colour.

Begin with a nature walk around the outdoor area or school grounds. Give children baskets to collect interesting natural objects. Pause to look closely at leaves, pinecones and stones, encouraging children to describe what they see.

Read ‘Leaf Man’ by Lois Ehlert to inspire curiosity about shapes and patterns in nature. Back in the outdoor area, invite children to sort their collections using trays or simple sorting circles.

Encourage them to group items by size, colour or texture. Support them to build small structures or patterns using sticks and stones. Adults model vocabulary like smooth, rough, curved, tiny, large, and pattern while encouraging children to talk about their choices.
Writing Journal Task:
What have you found? 
What do you notice? 
What does it look like? 
How does it feel? 
What colour is it? 
Is it big or small? 
How are these the same? 
How are they different? 
Can you sort these? 
Why did you put them together? 
Can you sort them another way? 
Which group has the most? 
Which group has the fewest? 
Can you count them? 
Can you make a pattern? 
What comes next in your pattern? 
What could you build with these? 
How can you make it stronger? 
Which material works best? 
Why do you think that? 
What might happen if we leave it outside? 
Which is your favourite? Why? 
Can you describe it using two words? 
What do you predict will happen? 
What have you learned today?
- Nature sorting station with baskets
- Leaf rubbings with crayons and paper
- Stick building area
- Magnifying glasses for close observation
- Pattern‑making mats using natural objects





	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Literacy 
	Go through carpet expectations: good sitting, ears open, looking eyes etc. Create ‘class promises’ together 

Discuss daily routine and introduce visual timetable and self registration 

Song suggestions: familiar nursery rhyme songs (Twinkle Twinkle, Wheels on the bus etc)

Read The Colour Monster Goes to School by Anna Llenas



	Roll a ball to each other in a circle to learn names 

Hat Game 
. School items sorting activity – offer a range of items and discuss why we might/might not find these in school 

	What do you think happens in school?

How did the colour monster feel on his first day of school?

How did you feel when you came to school this morning?

Which new friends have you made?


	Colour/collage/paint your own colour monster according to how you feel today 

	Things that make us happy/sad/worried/cross

Strategies to help when us we feel this way – Zones of Regulation 

Making friends, taking turns, asking adults for helps when needed

	Phonics
	Phase 2 Lesson Plans – Set 1 letters
Teach new GPC s, Teach new GPC a ,Teach new GPC t ,Teach new GPC p , Revisit Focus GPCs
Blending for reading sat 
Segment and write for spelling: at Blending for reading pat sap 
Segment and write for spelling: tap Blending for reading pat sap 
Segment and write for spelling: sat
Write the caption a tap

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Art & Design
	Autumn

Use the outside area to help children observe and notice the changes in the natural world during Autumn. Explore how the leaves change colour, fall off trees and create colourful displays on the ground. 

Teach children about the importance of caring for the environment during autumn by discussing topics like recycling and composting. Engage children in practices such as planting bulbs for spring, creating bird feeders for wildlife, or cleaning up outdoor spaces. 
	Collect large, sturdy leaves that have fallen and provide children with pens, googly eyes, and glue to create leaf puppets. Children can draw faces or designs on the leaves, attach googly eyes, and create character puppets to use in imaginative play.
	What is Autumn? What is the weather like? What changes have you noticed? What colour are the leaves?
	Leaf Rubbings: Go on a nature walk to collect a variety of leaves in different shapes and sizes. Back in the classroom, provide children with crayons and paper to create leaf rubbings. Encourage children to explore the textures and patterns of the leaves as they make the rubbings.

Pine Cone Painting: Collect pine cones and provide children with a variety of coloured paints. Encourage children to dip the pine cones into the paint and create prints with them. 
	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Communication & Language 
	Autumn

Use the outside area to help children observe and notice the changes in the natural world during Autumn. Explore how the leaves change colour, fall off trees and create colourful displays on the ground. Allow the children to gather their favourite leaves from the ground and encourage children to stick these onto a lamination pouch. Once laminated, cut into an autumnal tray and given children time to explore the different colours using paint. 

Discuss cooler temperatures and talk about how this means different clothes are worn. 
	Create sensory tubs filled with a variety of autumnal items. Encourage the children to explore the textures and smells and engage in imaginative play. Adults can facilitate this learning by asking questions such as; how does the soil feel in your hand? What do the conkers smell like? What can you make with the items?  
	What is Autumn? What is the weather like? What changes have you noticed? What colour are the leaves? What types of clothing are worn in Autumn?
	Sensory Tray:
Prepare a sensory tray to include autumnal leaves, sticks, pinecones, acorns and small pumpkins. Challenge the children to think about what they can see, how it makes them feel etc. 

Scavenger Hunt:
Create scavenger hunt sheets or cards featuring pictures of autumn objects (e.g., leaves, conkers, mushrooms). Provide children with clipboards and pencils to tick off or mark when they find each item. Introduce technology by providing children with iPad/cameras to photograph what they have found.
	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	 Personal, Social and Emotional 
	Autumn

Use the outside area to help children observe and notice the changes in the natural world during Autumn. Explore how the leaves change colour, fall off trees and create colourful displays on the ground. 

Discuss the different feelings and emotions that children may experience during autumn, such as excitement for seasonal activities, sadness for the end of summer, or curiosity about nature's changes.

Teach children about the importance of caring for the environment during autumn by discussing topics like recycling and composting. Engage children in practices such as planting bulbs for spring, creating bird feeders for wildlife, or cleaning up outdoor spaces. Encourage children to take responsibility for caring for the natural world.
	Help children craft simple bird feeders using recycled materials, emphasising the role of caring for wildlife in autumn.

	How do you feel when you see the leaves changing colour and falling from the trees? How do you think the animals feel? What signs of Autumn do you know? Why is it important to care for our environment? How can we care for our environment/animals? 
	Nature Collage: Provide materials like leaves, twigs, and seeds for children to create nature collages, discussing the importance of caring for the environment and reducing waste.

Leaf Printing: Show children how to use autumn leaves as stamps by painting one side of the leaf and pressing it onto paper to create leaf prints. Allow them to experiment and create their own patterns and designs. Create a set of leaves with different emotions (happy, sad, excited, etc.) and ask children to match the emotion to how they feel about different scenarios. 

	





	Week 3 – Monday 21st September 2026 – RUBY’S WORRY AND MEESHA MAKES FRIENDS

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Maths
	21/9 – Identify a set
22/9 - Sort objects to a type
23/9 – NCTEM – Week 2 Counting, 
24/9 - NCTEM – Week 2 Counting, 
25/9 - NCTEM – Week 2  Counting, cardinality and ordinality

Knowledge: Sorting

Modelling: lining objects up, comparing, criteria, odd one out

Supporting texts:
Balancing Act by Ellen Stoll Walsh
The Button Box by Margarette Reid

	Provide a large collection of beads in different colours, sizes and shapes. Ask children to sort and explain how they have sorted them

Play ‘odd one out’
	Can you sort the same colours? Size? Shapes?

Can you find another way to sort?
	. Sort autumnal leaves and seeds 

Range of loose parts for children to explore and sort

Sorting hoops in the home corner – children to sort different types of food, cups, cutlery etc.
	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Physical Development 
	Adults to support children to learn the school day and routines – praise and reward children as they develop patience, turn taking and self-control

Model and demonstrate how to use the scissors

Sit with at mealtimes to model appropriate behaviour and sitting. Teach and model how to eat with good manners in a group.


	Follow whole school PE programme for Reception (if applicable)


	What do you need to remember to do when we line up?

What good manners do you know to do at the table?

	Dough with tools and scissors
Clay and tools including safety knives 

Board games and puzzles

Role play clothes & props to explore different cultural backgrounds.  Home corner using a knife and fork, playdough or real food to cut up, modelling good manners


Use collage materials to create your house – using scissors to cut materials

Pictures of different types of housing in construction area
	Healthy eating

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Understanding the World
	Children joining in with discussions and stories about family. Children focusing on work based on ‘all about me’ and their family and friends.
	Draw something we like and something we don’t like. 
	
Can you describe…?

	Drawing pictures of playing in the playground
Draw things we like/dislike 
	Taking turns, asking adults for help when needed 

People who help us at school and familiarising with the grounds and rooms

	Science Technology Engineering and Maths Activity – 
STEM
	Mirror Faces — Exploring What Makes Me, Me! STEM Focus: Observation, Comparison, Measurement. 
· Science: Learning body parts and senses.
· Technology: Mirrors as tools for observing reflections.
· Engineering: Thinking about how mirrors are made and used.
Maths: Using size and shape language (big eyes, small nose, round face). We’re going to look in the mirror and find out more about our faces! 

Explore Facial Features: Give each child a mirror. Ask open-ended questions: Can you find your eyes? Where is your nose? Your mouth? What colour are your eyes? Explore Emotions:

Encourage children to make different facial expressions: Show me a happy face. Can you show me sad, surprised, or a very silly face? 

Discuss how the face changes when feelings change. 

Encourage Language and Thinking: Model vocabulary: eyes, mouth, eyebrows, cheeks, chin, smile, frown. Ask questions: What happens to your face when you smile? How does your face change when you feel sad? 

Celebrating Similarities and Differences: Invite children to compare features: Your eyes are brown like mine. You have curly hair, I have straight hair. Reinforce positive messages about uniqueness and diversity.
	Create self-portraits using paint or loose parts.
Introduce vocabulary cards with facial features and emotions.
Use mirrors in the role-play area for dressing up or exploring feelings.

	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Literacy 
	What makes me a me?

Read the story – explain how we are all different and that is great!  Thinking caps – What is special about you?  Model writing their answers on the board.

	Look in the large mirror – Model describing yourself – I have long/short hair, it is brown/blonde/red, I have blue/brown/grey eyes etc.

Draw self and label

	Why are you special?
Why is your friend special?
Do we all look the same?
Do we all sound the same?
Do we all have the same name?
Can we all do the same things?
	Provide face templates – children to draw facial features and attempt to label them.

Can you match the names of your friends to the correct initial sound?
Funny faces – provide loose parts in the tray – children to design funny faces and describe them.

Who can you see?  Provide small mirrors for children to look closely at themselves.  Compare each other’s faces.
	

	Phonics
	Phase 2 Lesson Plans – Set 2 letters
Teach new GPC I, Teach new GPC n, Teach new GPC m, Teach new GPC d,
Blending for reading sit pip . Segment and write for spelling: pit tip.  Blending for reading pan nap . Segment and write for spelling: in tin pin.  Blending for reading man mat map . Segment and write for spelling: am mat . Blending for reading dim and Segment and write for spelling: dip sad. Blending for reading sad tan sip.  Segment and write for spelling: dad Sam.  Apply Write the caption a sip Read the caption a pan. Write the caption a map in a mat. Read the caption dad and nan. Write the caption a tin man

	Oracy lesson 
	Voice 21 Focus – Physical (eye contact, posture)
Linguistic (simple sentences)
Social & Emotional (confidence)
Children will learn to speak in front of a group using simple sentences.
Children will practise listening to others and taking turns.
Reveal the treasure bag. Pull out one object and model talking about it, using simple sentences. For example, “This is a shell. I found it on the beach. It feels smooth.”

Once modelled, children will choose an object from the bag and, one at a time, they will share something about it.

Children may need support with prompts from an adult, such as; “I found…”,  “It is…” or  “I like it because…” 

Once all children have all had a go, encourage them to ask a question to the person speaking, such as; “What does it feel like?” “Where did you find it?”

Once children have all had a go at speaking, you may like to ask them; “What helped you be brave when speaking today?” Gather thoughts and praise children for their efforts.


	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Art & Design
	Teach the names of the colours through songs, rhymes and stories

Play matching games with a puppet where resources are in the classroom. Model putting the correct colour pencils and pens back in the labelled containers

Discuss and model  how to access and use  paintbrushes, fingers, hands etc 

Teach and model  texture with thick and thin brushes
	What colour is this?

Where can I find paper/glue/paint etc. in the classroom?

What can I use to draw/paint/colour?

	Paint/draw a rainbow

Offer a variety of colourful resources (lollipop sticks, pom poms, buttons) for children to create with 

Sort and match pom poms/buttons/objects into colours


	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Communication & Language 
	Introduce talk partners 

Discussion points: Types of family units, diversity, similarities & differences 


	
	Who is special to you?

Who lives in your house?

What makes you unique?

	Add loose parts to play dough for chn to create someone special to them (lollipop sticks, buttons)

Draw a portrait of your family 

Role play clothes & props for chn to explore different cultural backgrounds 

Mirrors and range of different skin toned coloured pencils 

Use collage materials to create your house

Pictures of different types of housing in construction area 
	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	 Personal, Social and Emotional 
	Follow on from last week – reread The Colour Monster goes to School by Anna Llenas. Which colour monster are you today?


	
	
	
	



	Week 4 – Week beginning 28th September 2026 – FUNNYBONES 

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Maths
	28/9 – Exploring objects to a type 
29/9 - Explore sorting techniques
30/9 –  NCTEM – Week 3 Composition
2/10 - NCTEM – Week 3 Composition
3/10 - NCTEM – Week 3 Composition 

Knowledge: Sorting

Modelling: lining objects up, comparing, criteria, odd one out

Supporting texts:
Balancing Act by Ellen Stoll Walsh
The Button Box by Margarette Reid

	Provide a large collection of beads in different colours, sizes and shapes. Ask children to sort and explain how they have sorted them

	Can you sort the same colours? Size? Shapes?

Can you find another way to sort?
	Sort autumnal leaves and seeds 

Range of loose parts for children to explore and sort

Sorting hoops in the home corner – children to sort different types of food, cups, cutlery etc.
	
Patterns

Colours

Shapes

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Physical Development 
	Adults continuing to support children to learn the school day and routines
Teach and model how to eat with good manners in a group.

Daily Literacy sessions – teaching pencil grip

	Follow whole school PE for programme for Reception  (if applicable)
Small groups in the home corner using a knife and fork, playdough or real food to cut up, modelling good manners
	
Who helps me at school? 

Who helps me at home?

How do we eat at the table?

How do we behave at the table?
	Fingerprint Autumn tree

Leaf art - collect and dry fallen leaves to make a collage

Leaf rubbings

Observational paintings

Natural loose parts in play dough – conkers, leaves, acorns, pinecones etc 

	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Understanding the World
	Gather children on the carpet. 
Show the front cover of Funnybones. 
 Ask: What can you see?Who do you think these characters are?What might happen in the story?
Introduce the word skeleton and discuss what a skeleton does: Helps us stand up/ Protects our bodies/ Gives our body shape
Read Funnybones, encouraging children to join in with repeated phrases.
Skeleton, bones, skull, ribs, body, dark, rattle, dog, scare, night.



	
	 Where are the skeletons going? 
What sounds can they hear? 
Why are they frightened? 
 How do they solve their problem?

	Children create their own skeleton using cotton buds or pasta on black card.

	

	Science Technology Engineering and Maths Activity – 
STEM
	Air, Breath and Bubbles STEM Focus: Children will learn how air can move objects and create bubbles.
Bubble wands, bubble mixture, straws, feathers, scarves, balloons, paper, ribbon, outdoor space.
Science: Children explore how air moves and how bubbles form.
Technology: Children use simple tools like straws and wands to create airflow.
Engineering: Children design simple bubble‑making tools.
Maths: Children compare bubble sizes and count how many they can make.
Begin outdoors by blowing bubbles and encouraging children to chase, pop and observe them. Talk about how bubbles move and what happens when the wind blows. Provide bubble wands, straws and simple materials for children to create their own bubble tools. Encourage them to test different shapes and sizes. Ask questions like ‘Which wand makes the biggest bubble?’ or ‘What happens if you blow gently?’ Adults model vocabulary like air, blow, float, pop, and big while encouraging children to observe and compare.
	- Bubble‑making station
- Feather races using straws
- Ribbon streamers for airflow play
- Balloon exploration
- Bubble size comparison mats
	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Literacy 
	Allow children time to share ideas with their friends before reading the stories aloud. Roll a ball or object to different children asking them what makes them/their peers special. 

Discuss the emotions displayed by characters in the story and relate them to the child’s own experience asking ‘have you ever felt happy/sad/excited?’, ‘how did your body feel when you felt that way?’

	Children to draw a picture of their friend and write a word about why they are special.
	What do you think this book is about? What makes you special? What makes your friends special?
How do you feel when you do something special? What do people say to you when they are proud of you? Can you show me a happy/sad/excited face?

	 Self Portrait Station: Children create self-portraits using a variety of art materials and mirrors.

Mirror Exploration: Provide mirrors for children to explore their reflections. 

Emotion Dice: Create dice with different emotions and children act out the emotion rolled. 

Collage: Children to cut out pictures from magazines to create a collage of their favourite things. 

	

	Phonics
	Phase 2 Lesson Plans – Set 3 letters
Teach new GPC g. Teach new GPC o ,Teach new GPC c, Teach new GPC K
Blending for reading gas pig tag/ Segment and write for spelling: gap dig /Blending for reading mop dog/ Segment and write for spelling: top not pot/ Blending for reading cap act cot/ Segment and write for spelling: can cat /Blending for reading kip Kim /Segment and write for spelling: kid kit kin/ Blending for reading gap cog pot/ Segment and write for spelling: cot gas/ Apply Write the caption dig, pig, dig/ Read the caption dog on the mat /Write the caption a tin can/ Read the caption a kid in a cap/ Write the caption a cat and a dog


	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Art & Design
	Show images of Transient art, discuss colours, shapes and patterns
	
	What is a material?

How can we use the material?

Can you describe how it feels?
	Collect natural resources to make a picture

Transient art using loose parts and frame/mirror

Cut autumn leaves and make a collage 

Use loose parts to write your name

Use tweezers to pick up loose parts and continue a pattern

	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Communication & Language 
	Texts to read: The Very Helpful Hedgehog by Rosie Wellesley

Discussion points:: Seasons, weather, daily calendar, signs of Autumn, hibernation 

Teach days of the week song

	Sort pictures of what you may/may not find during Autumn
	What is the weather today?

What day is it today? Yesterday? Tomorrow?

What month is it?

What are the signs of Autumn?
	Natural loose parts in play dough – conkers, leaves, acorns, pine cones etc 

Non fiction books about Autumn in class library
	Migrating birds

Wildlife 

Harvest

	Oracy 
	Voice 21 Focus Linguistic (sentence building)
Physical (clear voice)
Social & Emotional (confidence)
Children will use a simple sentence to describe an item.
Children will speak clearly to a peer or small group.
Set up a simple role‑play shop and model how to “sell” an item. Hold up an object and say, “I am selling this apple. It is shiny and red.” Show children how to use clear voice, eye contact, and a short descriptive sentence.

Children choose an item from the shop and take turns standing behind the counter. They “sell” their item to the group using one sentence. Adults support by prompting with stems such as “This is…,” “It is…,” or “It feels….” Peers “buy” the item by repeating the sentence back, reinforcing listening skills.

Invite children to share which item they enjoyed selling or buying. Ask reflective questions such as, “What helped you speak clearly?” or “Which describing word did you hear today?”

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	 Personal, Social and Emotional 
	The Family Book by Todd Parr
Talk about our family and other families

Make a family vocabulary bank with the words: same, different, unique, special, mum, dad, brothers, sisters, gran, grandad, pets
	Discuss the different types of family in the book

Are all our families the same?  What is different about them?

Do you have any pets?

What do you love to do with your family?
	Who is in your family? 

Who is special to you? 

	
Add loose parts to play dough for children to create their families (lollipop sticks, buttons) 

Add picture frames to the home corner – encourage children to draw a portrait of their family do display.

Role-play cooking their family’s favourite meal.
Role play clothes & props for children to explore different cultural backgrounds
	






	Week 5 – Monday 5th October 2026 – BRIDGWATER WEEK

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Maths
	5/10 – Create sorting rules 
6/10 - Compare amounts
7/10 -  Number sense – Week 4 Subitising
8/10- Number sense – Week 4 Subitising
9/10 - Number sense Week 4 Subitising
Knowledge: Comparing amounts 

Modelling: counting using 1:1 correspondence, more and less, grouping, 5 frame

Supporting texts: A squash & a squeeze 
Seaweed Soup by Stuart J Murphy
The Enormous Turnip by Irene Yates
	Sort objects into set by lining up items fives frame
	Which set has the most? Fewer?

Which is the tallest/shortest?
	
Re enact the story ‘A Squash and a Squeeze’

Build towers with blocks/multilink – compare your tower with a friends
	Counting 

More & less 

Number lines

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Physical Development 
	Model posture when sitting on the carpet and at the chairs. Give children reminders about posture

Daily Literacy sessions – teaching pencil grip

	Follow whole school PE programme for Reception (if applicable)

	How do we sit on the carpet?

How do we sit on our chairs to ensure we are comfortable?

What can we do if we need more space?

	Make a thank you card to someone who has helped us 

	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Understanding the World
	Bridgwater Carnival and Bridgwater Fair 
  To learn about local traditions and events in Bridgwater. 
  To talk about personal experiences and observations.

Show images or a short video of Bridgwater Carnival and Bridgwater Fair.

	
	  What can you see? 
  What colours and lights do you notice? 
  Have you ever visited the carnival or fair? 
  What happens at a fair?

	Design a Carnival Float

	

	Science Technology Engineering and Maths Activity – 
STEM
	Exploring Materials ( what could we make a carnival cart with?)
STEM Focus: Children will explore and compare the properties of everyday materials (wood, metal, plastic, fabric and glass).
Magnifying glasses, Wooden blocks, Plastic bricks, Fabric scraps, Metal spoons, Glass jar (safe, supervised use), Clipboards and paper, Crayons/pencils, iPad/Tablet
Science: Children will be able to identify and describe materials using their senses. They will also begin to understand that different materials have different properties and uses.
Technology: Children will use simple tools such as magnifying glasses, torches and tablets) to observe materials.
Engineering: Children experiment with building using different materials, noticing which are strong, weak, flexible, or rigid
Maths: Children sort, classify, and count objects by material, size, or shape.
Present a ‘mystery bag’ with mixed materials. Children take turns pulling out an object, describing how it feels, and guessing what it’s made of.

Place a mixed basket of items on a table. Guide children to sort into groups (wood, plastic, metal, fabric). Discuss why each belongs.

Show children how to use magnifying glasses to look closely at textures (wood grain, fabric weave). Encourage descriptive vocabulary and ensure staff are modelling this.

Build small towers with wooden blocks vs. fabric scraps. Which stands up better? Why?
Material Treasure Basket: Children explore freely, handling and comparing items.
- Blocks, bricks, and fabric available for open‑ended construction.
- Clipboards with paper for children to draw/write what they see.


	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Literacy 
	Read the book – Bridgwater carnival
Talk about different traditions the children may have such as birthday celebrations, holidays or weekend activities.
. 
Read the book – Supertato and the carnival castrophe.
	Children to draw a picture of who is in their own family. Encourage them to include everyone who lives with them or who they consider family.

	What special things does your family do together? Does your family have any traditions?

	
	

	Phonics
	Phase 2 Lesson Plans – Set 4 letters
Teach new GPC ck/ Teach new GPC e /Teach new GPC u/ Teach new GPC r
Teach new CEW to /Teach new CEW into/ Focus CEWs to into
Blending for reading sack kick pack/ Segment and write for spelling: sock tick /Blending for reading set ten /Segment and write for spelling: peg net pet/ Blending for reading mud sun muck/ Segment and write for spelling: mum mug/ Blending for reading run red /Segment and write for spelling: rat rip rag/ Blending for reading neck cup rim /Segment and write for spelling: pet rag

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Art & Design
	Design a Carnival Float
Children decorate a paper plate or small box to create their own carnival float. 
Encourage use of bright colours, patterns, glitter, and tissue paper. 
Discuss how carnival carts are designed to attract attention.


	Why did you choose those colours? 
What is special about your float? 
What might people see on it during the carnival?

	Small World: Fairground rides and vehicles. 
Construction Area: Build a carnival cart or fairground ride. 
Writing Area: Draw and label favourite fair attractions. 
Role Play: Ticket booth or fairground stall.

	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Communication & Language 
	Who helps you in Bridgwater? Texts to read: A Superhero Like You by Dr Singh

Real Superheroes by DK & Julia Seal 

Song suggestion: Miss Polly had a dolly
	Make a list of all the different jobs we know in and around our homes 

	Who helps to keep me safe and healthy?

How can I keep myself safe?

Who helps me at school? Who helps me at home?
	Classroom post box and letters for chn to write, post and deliver

	

	Oracy lesson 
	Voice 21 Focus 
Cognitive (sequencing)
Linguistic (instructional language)
Physical (projection)
Children will give simple instructions.
Children will speak in front of a group with support.
Simple tasks such as; drawing shapes, building a tower, sorting objects, threading beads.
Show the children how to teach a simple action by modelling it yourself. Demonstrate a short sequence such as drawing a circle or stacking two blocks, narrating each step: “First I pick up the block. Next I put it on top.” Emphasise clear, slow speech and simple sequencing words.

Children take turns being “Teacher for a Minute.” They choose a simple skill and demonstrate it to the group while explaining what they are doing. Adults support by prompting with stems such as “First…,” “Then…,” and “Last….” Encourage the group to watch carefully and ask simple questions.

Invite children to share what they found easy or tricky about being the teacher. Ask reflective questions such as, “What helped you explain clearly?” or “What did you enjoy teaching?”


	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	 Personal, Social and Emotional 
	Why am I Me? by Paige Britt
Knowledge/model/Input: 
Talk about differences – look at images and portraits drawn.  Add additional words to the word bank such as: me, I, you, we, hair, eyes, tall, short

Discuss personal attributes and make a kindness tree
	Share baby photos from home (Ask parents/carers to send in).  Discuss how children have changed.  What can you do now that you couldn’t do when you were a baby?

Teddy Talk – Teddy wants to know…..Why is it good to be you?
	Why are you, you?  

Are we all the same, or different?
What does ‘unique’ mean?

What makes you unique?
	Paper plate faces using different materials

Self-portraits using mirrors and range of different skin toned coloured pencils.  Check your eye and hair colour too.

	
















	Week 5 – Monday 12th October 2026 – EVERYWHERE BEAR 

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Maths
	12/10 -  Compare size
13/10 – Compare mass
14/10 – Compare capacity
15/10 -  Explore simple patterns
16/10 – Copy and continue simple patterns

Knowledge: Compare Mass, Size & Capacity 

Modelling: describing objects in the classroom, introduce language: tall, long, short

Supporting texts:
Where’s My Teddy by Jez Alborough
Mr Big by Ed Vere
My Cat Likes to Hide in Boxes by Eve Sutton

Knowledge: Make Simple Patterns (AB)

Modelling: copying, saying the pattern out loud, building patterns

Supporting texts: Pattern Bugs by Trudy Harris
Pitter Pattern by Joyce Hesselberth
	Show children a mystery box – discuss what they could fit inside the box

Demonstrate simple AB pattern (e.g. clapping, pat knees) – ask chn to copy and continue pattern 

Play ‘spot my mistake’
	What do you notice?

What is different?
Can you copy the pattern?

Can you continue the pattern?

What comes next?
	Prepare two picnic baskets for different sized bears (small & big)

Make different sized homes using the junk modelling for animals e.g. giraffe, mouse 

Enhance play dough with balancing scales

Enhance sand/water with buckets, containers, scoops, ladles
Repeating patterns with:
Printing/stamping
Threading 
Beads
Play dough 
Multilink cubes 
Pom poms
Peg boards
Shapes

	Patterns in art/pictures

Making music – copying patterns & beats 

Heavy and light

Opposites 


	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Physical Development 
	Teddy Bears

Introduce children to different types of bears in the wild, such as grizzly bears, polar bears, and black bears. Compare these bears with teddy bears in terms of appearance, habitat and behaviours.

Read children ‘We’re going on a Bear Hunt’ and think about the ways in which the family moved during the story.

Encourage children to think about what they like about their teddy bear and the things they do to care for it such as brushing its fur and getting it dressed.

Engage children to think about how where they teddy bears might live and what their homes might look like.  
	Set up a teddy bears picnic for the children to enjoy. Encourage children to bring their teddy bears, dance to music and play games such as musical chairs.
	Can you tell me about your teddy bear? Why is your teddy bear special to you? How do you take care of your teddy bear? Can you work together to build a home for your teddy bear?
	Teddy Bear Dress-Up: Provide a variety of clothes and accessories for children to dress up their teddy bears, focusing on fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination.

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt: Give children visuals from the story and encourage the children to choose one at a time and act it out. How can we move through the mud/grass/snowstorm? Provide props to enhance the experience.
	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Understanding the World
	Teddy Bears

Introduce children to different types of bears in the wild, such as grizzly bears, polar bears, and black bears. Compare these bears with teddy bears in terms of appearance, habitat and behaviours.

Explain to children the materials used to make teddy bears, such as soft fabric, stuffing, and thread. Encourage children to explore textures and to talk about what they can see and feel.
	Create a simple science experiment related to teddy bears, such as testing which material is the best for a teddy bear's coat to keep it warm. Children can predict and observe the results of the experiment, developing their understanding of materials.
	Can you tell me about your teddy bear? Why is your teddy bear special to you? What does your teddy bear feel like? Can you name any types of bears that live in the wild? How are they the same/different to your teddy bear?
	Teddy Bear Hunt: Hide teddy bears around the outdoor area or classroom and give children clues or a treasure map to find them. This activity can promote problem-solving and teamwork.

	

	Science Technology Engineering and Maths Activity – 
STEM
	Colour Changes
STEM Focus: Children will learn why leaves change colour and fall from trees.
Leaves, magnifying glasses, trays, paper, crayons, clipboards, simple tree ID cards, baskets, spray bottles, outdoor space.
Science: Children explore how leaves change colour and texture in autumn.
Technology: Children use magnifying glasses and simple ID tools to observe details.
Engineering: Children create simple leaf structures and patterns.
Maths: Children sort leaves by size, shape and colour.
Begin with a leaf hunt outdoors. Encourage children to collect leaves of different colours, shapes and sizes. Read ‘Leaf Man’ to introduce the idea that trees change with the seasons. Invite children to feel the leaves and describe what they notice. Back in the outdoor area, provide trays and magnifying glasses so children can look closely at leaf veins, edges and colours. Encourage them to sort leaves into groups or create simple patterns and pictures. Adults model vocabulary like crunchy, smooth, vein, stem, and colour change while supporting children to talk about their observations.
- Leaf‑sorting baskets
- Leaf rubbings with crayons
- Nature patterns using leaves and sticks
- Magnifying glasses for close study
- Simple tree ID cards outdoors

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Literacy 
	Teddy Bears

Read stories based on bears such as; ‘We’re going on a Bear Hunt’, ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’.

Provide props such as puppets, small world characters and masks and encourage the children to act the stories out.
	Teddy Bear Sound Hunt: Talk a walk around and listen for different environmental sounds with the teddy bears using the audio recording device. Ask the question questions such as; What can you hear? Can you make these sounds?
	What is your teddy bears name? What games and activities do you and your teddy beat enjoy doing together? Can you share a story about a fun adventure you and your teddy bear went on together? What do you think your teddy bears favourite food is? Does your teddy bear have any friends? 
	· Teddy Bear Picnic
· Create a picnic area with blankets and arrange the toy food and picnic essentials. Can you make an invitation? 

Teddy Bear Storytelling Corner
Create a designated storytelling corner with teddy bear books, cushions, soft toys, storytelling props, puppets, blankets and teddy bears.  
	

	Phonics
	Phase 2 Lesson Plans – Set 5 letters
Teach new GPC h /Teach new GPC b/ Teach new GPC f/ Teach new GPC ff/ Focus GPCs h b f ff/ Teach new CEW no /Teach new CEW I/ Focus CEW no I/
Blending for reading hat hop him /Segment and write for spelling: hug hot/ Blending for reading but dab /Segment and write for spelling: bun rob big/ Blending for reading fan fog fib/ Segment and write for spelling: fun fin/ Blending for reading puff off/ Segment and write for spelling: cuff huff/ Blending for reading bet fig off/ Segment and write for spelling: hop fan /Apply Write the caption hen in a hut/ Read the caption no bug on the bed /Write the caption fun in fog/ Read the sentence I huff and puff./ Write the sentence Get off him.

	Drawing Club 
	Mixed 
Character
Setting 

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Art & Design
	Teddy Bears

Begin by sharing photographs of teddies a long time ago and talk about how teddy bears have changed.

Children could bring their teddies/a photograph of their teddies into school to share with their friends. What does your teddy bear look like?

Share stories that involve teddy bears such; ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ and ‘Bumblebear’.
Explore the theme of friendship and inclusion through teddy bears by discussing how teddy bears can be friends, listeners, and companions for children.
	Encourage children to design and create costumes for their teddy bears using fabric scraps, felt, buttons, and other art materials. 

	Can you tell me about your teddy bear? What is your teddy bears name? What does your teddy bear like to do for fun? What does your Teddy Bear look like? How would your Teddy Bear act/behave?
	Teddy Bear Masks: Provide paper plates, pens, crayons, and other art materials to create their own teddy bear masks. Children can decorate the paper plates to resemble teddy bear faces, adding features like eyes, nose, and ears. Encourage them to wear their masks and engage in imaginative play as teddy bears.

Teddy Bear Dance: Play lively music and encourage children to move and dance like teddy bears. Encourage children to imitate the movements and behaviours of teddy bears, such as hugging, wiggling, and jumping. Encourage children to think about stories they have read about teddy bears. Can they move like the teddy bears in stories they have read? 
	

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Communication & Language 
	Teddy Bears

Begin by sharing photographs of teddies a long time ago and talk about how teddy bears have changed.

Children could bring their teddies/a photograph of their teddies into school to share with their friends. 

Share stories that involve teddy bears such; ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ and ‘Bumblebear’. 
	Set up a Teddy Bears Tea Party. Invite children to bring their teddy bears into the setting. Encourage them to introduce their teddy bears to each other and to discuss their names, favourite foods and games they enjoy.
	Can you tell me about your teddy bear? What is your teddy bears name? What does your teddy bear like to do for fun? Where do you think your teddy bear would like to go for an adventure? Why do you love your teddy bear? What does your teddy bear like to eat?
	Teddy Bear Dress-Up:
Create a dress-up area with a variety of clothes and accessories that children can use to dress their teddy bears. Question the children on why they chose a particular outfit for their teddy, how their teddy looks in its new clothes and how their teddy bear feels when they dress up. 

Teddy Bear Puppet Theatre:
Create a small puppet theatre using a stage or a curtain behind a table. Provide a collection of teddy bear puppets and props such as mini-sized furniture or toys. Encourage children to use their puppets to act out different scenarios.
	

	Oracy 
	Voice 21 Focus
Social & Emotional (conversation skills)
Linguistic (explanations)
Physical (tone)
Children will take part in a simple back-and-forth conversation.
Children will explain what they are doing using simple sentences.
Toy phones, headsets, old mobile phones, role‑play props.
Introduce the toy phones and model a pretend phone call with a puppet. Speak clearly and simply: “Hello? I’m building a tower. What are you doing?” Show children how to pause, listen, and respond.

Children pair up with phones and take turns making pretend calls. They explain what they are doing in play using simple sentences such as “I am drawing,” or “I am cooking.” Adults support by modelling conversational turn‑taking and prompting children to ask simple questions.

Bring the group together and ask children to share something they heard their partner say. Reflect on how they knew when it was their turn to talk and what made the conversation work well.

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	 Personal, Social and Emotional 
	Teddy Bears

Teach children about the importance of caring for their teddy bears, including giving them hugs, keeping them clean, and finding a special place to rest.

Promote empathy and responsibility by encouraging children to pretend-play as caregivers or veterinarians for their teddy bears, providing care and support.

Discuss the feelings and needs of teddy bears, such as comfort, security, and companionship, to develop children's social and emotional understanding.

Explore the theme of friendship and inclusion through teddy bears by discussing how teddy bears can be friends, listeners, and companions for children.
	Organise a ‘Teddy Bears’ picnic for the children. Encourage children to help with all the organisational elements such as creating invitations, helping to prepare food, organising games etc.
	Can you tell me about your teddy bear? What is your teddy bears name? What does your teddy bear like to do for fun? How does your Teddy Bear show you love? How does your Teddy Bear make you feel?  Why do you love your teddy bear? 
	Teddy Bear Clinic:
Create a teddy bear clinic or vet station with bandages, stethoscopes, cotton balls, and other medical supplies. Encourage children to role-play as doctors or caregivers, taking care of their teddy bears' health and well-being.

Teddy Bear Storytelling Circle:
Set up a cosy reading area with teddy bear-themed books, stuffed animals, and cushions for children to gather around. Engage children in storytelling sessions where they can share their own teddy bear stories, listen to classic teddy bear tales, and act out characters with their stuffed animals.
	












	Week 7 – Monday 19th October 2026 – PEEPO/ ONCE WE WERE GIANTS 

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Maths
	19/10 – Find 1, 2 and 3
20/10 – Subitise 1, 2 and 3
21/10 – Represent 1, 2 and 3
22/10 – 1 more
23/10 – INSET DAY
Knowledge: Representing & comparing 1 2 3

Modelling: Matching number names to numerals & quantities, counting 3 objects in different arrangements, writing numbers 1 2 3, making comparisons in play

Supporting texts: 
I’m Number One by Michael Rosen
1 2 3 at the Zoo by Eric Carle
Goldilocks and The Three Bears by Nicola Baxter


	Make a giant dice with dots in different arrangements (up to 3). Children take turns to roll and count/subitise how many. Match it up to the correct numeral 

Number hunt with the numbers & large black dots: 1 2 and 3 


	How many can is there?

Can you match the correct numeral?

Can we subitise to find how many?

What is 1 more than…?

What is 1 less than…?

Which set has more?

Which set has fewer?
	Take turns to throw a beanbag into a hoop. Leave whiteboard and pen out for children to mark make their scores out of 3

Sand/water – enhance with set of 3 cups/buckets 

Loose parts and numerals to 3 for children to explore, count and sort

Match pictures cards to correct numeral to 3

Model how to play ‘Kim’s game’ – start with 3 items under a blanket. Take 1 away. Quickly life the blanket again and ask children how many are left? 

Multilink cubes – build 1 2 and 3 towers – match to numeral 

Enhance play dough with 3 bowls and corresponding numerals
	Dice games

Number songs e.g. Hickory Dickory Dock 

Games which require scores 


	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Physical Development 
	Model using equipment and tools safely – large equipment

Spatial awareness games in hall using mats such as ‘islands’ and ‘sharks’

Daily Literacy sessions – teaching pencil grip

	Follow whole school PE programme for Reception (if applicable)

	How do we hold large equipment and tools safely?

How do we move when holding tools and equipment?

What are the rules?

How can we make more space?

How do you hold your pencil?
	Weave patterns with different coloured cloth or ribbon on the railings or fence

Bikes, balance bikes, wheelbarrows, carts and prams

	Anti-bullying

Inclusive and diverse classroom 

Black History Month 


	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Understanding the World
	
	
	
	
	

	Science Technology Engineering and Maths Activity – 
STEM
	Growing Up - Then and Now — Me Growing! STEM Focus: Growth and Time
Baby photos (optional), Measuring tape or height chart, Blocks for measuring height
Science: Observing human growth and development.
Technology: Using measuring tools to track growth.
Engineering: Creating height charts or displays.
Maths: Measuring, comparing, and recording height.
xplain - We are going to learn about how our bodies grow and change as we get older. We will measure our height and think about things we can do now that we couldn't do when we were younger.
Discuss Growth and Change: Invite children to talk about how people grow from babies to children and then adults.
Key prompt: How have you changed since you were a baby?
Model vocabulary:
Grow, change, taller, older, stronger, baby, child, adult.
Measure Height: Use blocks, a measuring chart, or string to measure each child’s height.
Key questions: How tall are you today? Are you taller than last time we measured?
Compare Photos (if available): Show past photos or baby pictures (with permission) to see changes over time.
Key prompts: What is different about you now? What has stayed the same?
Reflect on New Skills: Encourage children to think about what they can do now that they couldn’t do when they were little (walking, talking, running, writing).
Key question: can you do now that you are proud of?
Create a class height chart to update regularly.
Draw a timeline from baby to adult.
Ask children to bring baby photos from home.
Link to stories such as Once There Were Giants or When I Was Little.
Add a writing prompt: “When I grow up, I want to…”

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Literacy 
	Once there were Giants by Martin Waddell/ Peepo/ Funnybones 

Read the story, pausing to talk about how the main character grows and changes throughout the story, Afterwards, show the children six photographs (baby, toddler, child, teenager, adult, elderly) in the wrong order and ask the children to discuss whether they are in the right order? How do we know?

Discuss the roles of the different family members, and how these roles may change as the children grows older.
	Give children a piece of paper that has been divided into three sections: baby, child and adult. Children to draw what they think they looked like as a baby, what they look like now and how they think they will look as an adult.

	What does it mean to grow? How have you changed since you were a baby? What can you do now that you couldn’t do when you were a baby?

How do family members help us as we grow? What do you do to help your family now?


	Healthy Bodies and Growth Station: Provide children with play food and exercise equipment (hoops, ropes, beanbags etc). Set up a station where children learn about healthy eating and exercise and how these contribute to growth. They can spend time sorting healthy food and engaging in fun, physical activities.
Measurement Station: Provide children with measuring resources so they can explore the concept of growth. Encourage children to measure each other and mark it using chalks and pens
	

	Phonics
	Phase 2 Lesson Plans – Set 6 letters
Teach new GPC l /Teach new GPC ll/ Teach new GPC ss/ Focus GPCs l ll ss/ Focus GPCs l ll ss/ Teach new CEW go
Blending for reading lap lit log /Segment and write for spelling: leg lot/ Blending for reading dull sell/ Segment and write for spelling: bell doll fill/ Blending for reading fuss kiss hiss /Segment and write for spelling: mess boss /Blending for reading doll lap miss/ Segment and write for spelling: log dull/ Blending for reading lot bell boss /Segment and write for spelling: lit hiss/
Write the caption a log hut/ Read the sentence Go up the hill/. Write the caption a kiss and a hug/ Read the caption a lot of mess /Write the caption a big bell

	Drawing Club 
	 

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Art & Design
	Suggested book: One World Many Colours by Ben Lerwill

Knowledge/model: Talk about the primary colours and the colours around us

Model mark marking through a range of shapes – lines, circles using the primary colours  
	Paint 1 side of paper, fold in half to smudge/squash paint

Blow water colour paint through straws

	Which colours are the primary colours?

What colours can you see?

What patterns and shapes can you see?
	Draw/paint your favourite place 

Map your own map using loose parts 

Printing with shapes – make repeating patterns 
Enhance art area with watercolour paints
	Repeating patterns 

Symmetry

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	Oracy 
	Voice 21 Focus
Linguistic (sentence stems)
Social & Emotional (confidence)
Physical (clear voice)
Set up a simple restaurant role‑play and model ordering politely: “I would like a banana, please.” Show children how to use a clear voice, eye contact, and polite language.

Children take turns being customers and waiters. Customers order food using stems such as “I would like…” or “Can I have…?.” Waiters repeat the order back. Adults support by modelling polite phrases and encouraging children to stay in role.

Invite children to share which sentence they used today and what made them sound polite. Celebrate confident speaking and good listening
Order, menu, customer, waiter, please, thank you, like

	
	Teacher Knowledge/Modelling
	Focus Activities 
	Key Questions
	Enhanced Provision Ideas
	Evaluation/Further lines of enquiry

	 Personal, Social and Emotional 
	Suggested book: 
Why am I Me? By Paige Britt

Knowledge/model/Input:
Discussion about how we are similar and different to characters in the stories we read

Add further words to the word bank: kind, funny, helpful, friend, only one, individual

Celebrate work at the end of the day. Talk about what we have achieved in the day – ongoing for year
	Tell me about your friend – what is special about them? Why are you friends?

Isn’t it great that there is only one of you, and only one of me?

What is a ‘talent’?  What is your talent?
	What is the same/different about the character in the story? 

What would you like to be able to do?

If you could be anything or anyone, what would you be?
	Build me – Use construction blocks and materials to build yourself.  Think carefully about what to use for your head, arms, legs, etc.

People shaped templates – Create your friend and write key words about what makes them special.

	




	End of Term Checkpoints 

	Communication and Language 
	Assessment Checkpoints EYFS:  
C+L (40-60 months) 
Able to follow a story without pictures or props.
Maintain attention, concentrates and sit quietly during appropriate activity
Links statements and sticks to a main theme or intention
Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events.
Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play
	Links to Year 1: 
Develops pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding 
Understands what they read, in books read independently

	Expressive art and design 
	Assessment Checkpoints EYFS:  
Plays alongside other children who are engaged in the same theme
Experiments to create different textures 
Uses simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately
Creates simple representations of events, people and objects
	Links to Year 1: 
Art and Design – Year 1 National Curriculum Pupils should be taught: -To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products -To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination -To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space -About the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work

	PSHE
	Assessment Checkpoints EYFS:  
Sustained longer focus at chosen and directed activities, Express their feelings, Manage their own personal hygiene, Begin to find solutions to conflicts and rivalries and suggest other ideas, Remember rules without needing an adult to remind them (most of the time), Be able to share and take turns with minimal adult intervention, Develop confidence in front of larger groups.
	Links to Year 1: 
PSHE (Personal, Social, Health & Economic) education – Year 1 National Curriculum Pupils should be taught: - Families and friendships: Roles of different people; families; feeling cared for. Safe relationships: Recognising privacy; staying safe; seeking permission. Respecting ourselves and others: How behaviour affects others; being polite and respectful.

	Understanding of the World 
	Assessment Checkpoints EYFS (ongoing):  

· Begin to talk about members of their immediate family and community.
· Name and describe people who are familiar to them.
· Comment on images of familiar situations in the past.
· Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past.
· Understand that some places are special to members of their community.
· Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.
· Explore the natural world around them.
· Begin to describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.
· Start to recognise some environments that are different from the one in which they live.
Begin to understand the effect of the changing seasons on the natural world around them.
	Links to Year 1:
The Science National Curriculum (2014
[bookmark: TOC-Sc1-3.1-Everyday-materials][bookmark: TOC-Sc1-4.1-Seasonal-Changes]Plants: identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including deciduous and evergreen trees, identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, including trees. Animals including humans: identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the body is associated with each sense. Seasonal Changes: observe changes across the 4 seasons, observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies.
The Geography National Curriculum (2014) 
[bookmark: TOC-Ge1-1.4-Geographical-Skills-and-Fiel]Place Knowledge:  use basic geographical vocabulary. Geographical Skills and Fieldwork: use locational and directional language to describe the location of features and routes on a map, use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key, use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.
The History National Curriculum (2014) 
Changes within living memory. Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.


	Physical development 
	Assessment Checkpoints EYFS:  
Ongoing checks on how children:
Before teaching children the correct pencil grip and posture for writing, or how to use scissors and knife and fork - Can children move and rotate their lower arms and wrists independently? 
Hold pencils for writing
Scissors
Knives and forks
	Links to Year 1: 
· are physically active for sustained periods of time
lead healthy, active lives

	Literacy 
	Understand the five key concepts about print 
Comment, ask questions and engage in conversation about the text, sharing their own ideas
Understand and talk about the meaning of new vocabulary
Recognise and write some or all of their name
Write for a purpose
Write some letters accurately
	

	Maths 
	Assessment Checkpoints EYFS:  
(40-60 months)
Recognise some numerals of personal significance
Counts up to three or four objects by saying one number name for each item
Counts actions or objects which cannot be moved
Uses the language of ‘more’ & ‘fewer’ to compare two sets of objects
Orders two items by weight or capacity
	Links to Year 1: 
Number and place value (within 20): use the language of: equal to, more than, less than (fewer), most, least Identify and represent numbers using objects and pictorial representations including the number line
Comparing & Estimating: compare, describe and solve practical problems for: lengths and heights, mass/weight, time




